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B1. Support Ukraine There was a screening of the movie, “Sunflower.”
On Thursday, June 23, there was a screening of the movie “Sunflower” at the Townhall.

“Sunflower” is a movie many people have seen since 1970. An impressive sunflower field
scene was filmed in Ukraine, and the movie has been screened recently in various parts of
Japan.

More than 300 people participated in our screening, and the money they put in our donation
box amounted to around 200,000 yen. We will send the donation to UNHCR (The Office of
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees) for its support of the people in Ukraine
under the current humanitarian crisis. Sadako Ogata was the head of UNHCR from 1990 to
2000.
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M2. Report on the Setagaya Literary Museum, “It might be Shinsuke
Yoshitake’s exhibition® by our intern, Mollie

Shinsuke Yoshitake is a popular children’s book author in Japan. Recently, an exhibit called
“It might be Shinsuke Yoshitake’ s exhibition” was held to celebrate his works at the Setagaya
Literary Museum. I attended the exhibit on 5/17 to understand Yoshitake’s popularity.

The nearest station to the Setagaya Literary Museum is Roka-kden Station. Since I worked at
Crossing Setagaya that day, I departed from Sangenjaya Station on the Tokyu-Setagaya Line.
Then, I transferred to the Keio Line at Shimo-takaido Station and rode to Roka-koen Station.
In total, it took about 35 minutes. From Roka-koen Station, I took the South Exit, turned right
and walked along the road. Soon, I noticed a sign for the museum and used the crosswalk
next to it. I then saw posters for the event which led to the entrance of the museum. Notable
features of the building’ s exterior are its blue pillars and blue windows, as well as a Koi pond
by the entrance. Finally, I made it to the exhibition.

The first floor was full of merchandise. Customers could buy Yoshitake’s books, postcards of
the book covers, t-shirts, mugs, and more. There were even photoshoot areas for families to
take pictures in. The exhibition was located on the second floor. I pulled up my email, opened
the link for the ticket barcode, and showed the staff who then let me into the venue. The
first thing I saw was a cardboard model of an apple on top of a house with a sign stating that
the “exhibit might be this way”. Inside, walls were covered by the sketches and storyboards
for Yoshitake’ s books, lifesize models of the characters created in his stories, and even a tv




program featuring these characters. My favorite attraction was a purple monster that was in
one of the books titled, Why Do I Feel Like This? In the story the creature acts as a villain,
but its portrayal at the exhibit was very cute.

Though I did not have the opportunity to read Shinsuke Yoshitake’ s books as a child, I can
see the large influence he has had not only on children, but on people of all ages in Japan.
Many of the people at the event were adults who took interest in the exhibit’ s attractions
and merchandise. Through the exhibit, Yoshitake’s dedication can easily be seen. His unique
characters, meaningful stories, and simple choice of words makes his books enjoyable for all
audiences.

*This exhibition is over.
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Webfj- @ @mukaijunkichi annex

H3. Do you know Setagaya Art Museum, Mukai Junkichi Annex?

After the painter Mukai Junkichi(1901-1995) remodeled his beloved studio-cum-
residence into a museum, the artist donated some 660 of his oil paintings and
drawings to City of Setagaya. The building was opened as a Setagaya Art Museum
annex in July 1993.

It comprises a studio-cum-residence built in 1962 and a storehouse that was
relocated from Ichinoseki, Iwate prefecture, in 1969. Visitors can appreciate his
works that depict scenery with folk dwellings while gazing at the lush garden full
of trees such as sawtooth oak, quercus serrata, and zelkova, which retain the
remnants of Musashino.

Current exhibition: “Signs of Life: Mukai Junkichi’s Pictures of Houses and Daily
Life.” Through September 11.

Hours: 10:00-18:00 (last admission 17:30)

Closed on Mondays (or the following day when Monday falls on a holiday)

Admission: General 200yen, High school and University students 150 yen, Elementary and
Junior high school students and people over 65 years old 100 yen

website
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