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1. New Year’s Greetings

In 2022 Setagaya Intercultural Center was able to operate all year round without any
temporary closures for the first time since its opening in April 2020. We welcomed
more than 4,000 visitors and we feel that we are gradually building stronger bonds
with the local communities in Sangen-jaya. In 2023 we will continue contributing to
the effort to promote intercultural cohesion. We thank you for your continued support
this year.

Yamada Minoru (General Manager of Setagaya Intercultural Center)
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2. Event Report

@ Nihongo Exchange Meeting at Temple University

We held a Nihongo Exchange Meeting at Temple University, Japan Campus in Sangen-

jaya on Saturday, November 19, 2022. In this meeting Japanese people and Japanese-

language learners from other countries talked to each other in simple Japanese. In the

first half of the meeting students learning Japanese at Temple university gave

presentations on the theme of “My Cool Japan.” In the second half, those students and

event participants had group conversations and talked about the places where they

would like to travel and “My Cool Japan.”

The next Nihongo Exchange Meeting will be held in March. Please visit our website,

“Crossing Setagaya” to apply.

@ Intercultural Understanding Course (Lecture titled, “Manga in France” and rakugo
performance)

On Saturday, November 12, 2022, we held the 6th Intercultural Understanding Course.

The lecturer was Mr. Cyril Coppini, who is a translator of the French version of



“Detective Conan” and a rakugo performer. The course started with his lecture about
the history of manga in France, differences between manga in Japan and bande
dessinée (comic strip) in France, comparison of onomatopoeia in Japanese and French
and so on. After that, he changed into a kimono and appeared on stage. His
enthusiastic rakugo performance filled the venue with laughter.

We will continue to hold Intercultural Understanding Courses. We are looking forward
to your participation.
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3. The Best Place to Visit in Setagaya: “Setagaya Art Museum Annex TAIJI KIYOKAWA
Memorial Gallery”

This time we would like to recommend the TAIJI KIYOKAWA Memorial Gallery near Seijo
Gakuen-mae Station on the Odakyu Line. Taiji Kivokawa was a painter, who was born in
1919 and developed a unique style of abstract painting as well as creating sculptures
and designs. In 1949 he built his studio/residence in Seijo and lived there until he died
in 2000. Most of the gallery remains as it was when Kiyokawa still lived there. Please
take a look at the building when you visit the gallery. TAIJI KIYOKAWA Memorial Gallery
also has a public gallery for residents of Setagaya where they can display their artistic
endeavors.

Current Exhibition: “Taiji Kiyokawa: Regarding Colors”

Exhibition Period: Open now until Sunday, March 12, 2023

Opening Hours: 10:00am to 6:00pm (last entry: 5:30pm)

Closing Day: Every Monday (if it overlaps with a holiday, it will be open on the holiday
but closed on the next weekday) and New Year’s holidays (from December 29th to
January 3rd).

Admission Fee: 200 yen for adults, 150 yen for university and high school students,
100 yen for junior high school and elementary school students and seniors over the
age of 65.
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